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Dear hr, II tone. 

Beginning with tho first reports^of your interest in the Ricky White fabrications 
that arc so obvious, I've boon troubled Vail the rumors about wliat you plan* Among the 
other items in today's nail is a clipping from the i*os Angeles Sunday Tinas of tho third* 

I presume it is accurate in stating that what the Hollywood Reporter describes as youf 
'Wrject lor 1991 18 is "based on Jim Garrison’s conspiracy theories . 18 

You need not agree with me, of course, imd you liave every right to play Mack 
Sennett in a Keystone Kbps Rink Panther, but I believe tliat the assassination of any 
President is, whatever the intent, a de facto coup d'etat* And that on any such subject, 
if what remains ;of representative society is to have any health and any opportunity to 
fijption as in theory it must for freedom to be reel, the people must be truthfully and 
accurately informed. 

Perhaps based on a longer and different life than yours and what I've seen, ex- 
perienced and been part of ifei it, perhaps because I am tho first member of my family 
eyor to bo bom into freedom, this moans more to me than it does to you* You nay tldnk 
that X exaggerate. But if you do, please think back to that day that turned the entire 
world around and compare this country and the world of today with that day&s, including 
by comparing our political leadership on allj levels and our economic health aind sjfcato. 

If as I hope you take time from what must be a busy day to think about what I say 
it should be apparent that I have and can have no selfish purpose, I have no theories to 
sail anti from py knowledge of a^Vd experience in publishing and from your reputation it 
is apparent that there is no commercial interest in truth and fact and there is in theories* 

I do, of course regret this because it was a coup d'etat mid because without it all 
the awful and evil things that ensued might not have, I have substantial reason to believe 
would not have. 



I feel so strongly, assuming as I have no reason not to, that you are a man of good 
inert tions , that I do so vrhen for the first time in years it has become possible for me to 
resume my own writing, having boon provided with part* time help without which I have no 
access to my own eettenaive records because of the state of my health and the limitations 
it imposes on me. 

In April, I hope, I'll be 78. For the past 15 years I've been of limited mobility 
(despite which I was able to clnpel the government to disgorge about a third of a million 
pages of previously-withheld records relating to the investigations of the JFK and King 
invest! gallons) and now, 14 non tits after open— heart and triple bypass operations, a^i under 
doetprs 1 orders not to lif^t more than 15 pounds* ns you can see from my typing, I must me 
even keep my legs elevated when I'm sitting, tideways typing is not easy or pleasant * -In ’’ 
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event, I've gone uost of the mi leu in which, as Frost said, we have promises to keep 

and continuing to try to keep those promises ij&ns something to me. Thus I write you, 

for myself and in the hops that you, too, recognize tliat all w]io can do have promises 
u/hich 

with oiih&ah they were horn to keep. 

1 knew Jin Garrison very well. 1 spent an much time in How Orleans during his non- 
stop Hard! Gras euphemistically knowhthere as his "probe" as I could afford. % interest 
was not in Clay Shaw. It was in Oswald. Mistakenly I assumed that he had a case and that 
all tho untowrd things I could not help noticing wore his way of fighting fire with fire. 

I an^ the one of the aritics he asked to 3it at the counsel table turing the Shaw trial to 
ho wliat he called his "Dealey Plaza expert." T h e Hew YorkTiwes, having been informed 
of this, actually reported that I was sitting thero the day they started empanelling 
the jury. I wasn't. My absence bpgan with an incredibly paranoic stupidity on his part 
that I'll go into if you would like. What he had done in Superior Court in Washington, 
when with his staff counsel , /Vouma Bertel, I was sitting at the counsel table, led mo 



to phone Hew Orleans, tell them all to go to hell, and than to cancel my reservation. 

Several ^of his staff, of whom I remember Andrew "Moo" Seiarabra, phoned me to assure me 
that Jim had been away and had not done what wan so terribly sick, and that all was as I 
had been assured it was. 

I believed them, went there, spent the Junday afternoon before the beginning of the 
last act of the fiasco with &1 Oser and the other lawyer who handled most of the in-wcoutt 
work, and when they broke it off at about 5 p,m, I told them they would lose and deserved 
to lone. It was then that for tho first time I loarhcd what the alleged case was. 

One of the reports I got is that you hire/ Bud Fensterwald and his Dallas branch of 
a nuttery to be your experts. But! is one of tho nicest guys I know. I consider him a friend, 
but I do not recall a single irrational theory, a single obvious impossibility, he did not 
fall in love with. Bud was there then. Ifhen he was told, as I'd said, that if tliey proceed- 
ed with the case os I'd heard it outlined I'd be on the noun plane for home thatTSiursdny. 
Bud said to me, laughing, he knew I'd not be. I wn3. (Bud may also remember one of the 
innumufable insanities you can't begin to understand from his On the Trail of the Assassins, 
but whether or not he’ll want to I can’t say.) 

ii 

I presume that is one of a number of Incidents over vhich Jim does not love mo- 
'There are so many! tod with those you regard as "experts 11 you ia^ly can’t have a glimmer- 
I have no reason new to believe that those of his then staff who are privy will want to 
be truthful with you if you should ask, but X can and if you ask mxII document what X cay. 

X have in mind a couple of Jim’g rewritings of his own history- *ou should remember 

them from what should be title "On the Oloud** ^ 

iiemembir g im*e disappointment over what he said was Bill Bexley" s waje bf his -Limi- 
ted funds by flying out to alberquerque to be with him? Jim wrote that he sent liiia packing 



back to Mew Oi'leans because hia limited resources ought not be wasted. Before telling 
you wliat was really involved, because it began with me, I say without any hesitation that 
Jim's was in all particulars a very big liar ffe did JOT 3ond Boxley back to Jew Orleans, 
and 1 iaiow because what really happened when they left Alberquerque was so laughed about in 
■/in' a of lice, Jim took Boxley to los Angeles with him and i rather than economizing on f undi* y 
they had a suite in the Century Plaaq, if X recall the name of a then, new and fancy hotel. 
When a package* was delivered to J im's door, Boxley grabbed it and rush into the bathroom , 
where he filled the tub with water and imiaersed the package. When he thoughfthe bomb was 
deactivated he opened it. It held books, ruined! 

What Boxley was really there for began about three o'clock that morning, when the 
iihone in/my motel room in New Orleans rang. It was Harv Morgan, who then had a top-rated 
talk show on KCB5. llarv, a f omen .reporter, was a friend. I knew he'd not have traced me 
and phoned at that hour unless it was uiout something serious. So before I took the 
if got my tape recorder and taped the call. X probably have the tape somewhere. He told toe 
about a Sai&nancisS^ pint to kill Jim, partially confirmed, as soon as we finished speaking 
I phone/ touia i von , then Jin's chief investigator. I hated to have to do that bat&use in 
addition to having to work overtime on all varieties of childish foolishness he had oxams. 

He was also in college getting a degree in criminology. Ivon picked me up in about a half 
hour, having first phoned others on the staff. I remenbor /ijtfck was in the office by the 
time we got there and I am certain others also were. Th^e listened to the tape in private , 
took it seriously, and of the things I'd earlier suggested but would not do without an OK, 
they agreed I shiuld phone the FBI. If you want. I'll send you the FBI's records on it. 

IfW truth is eo much better than Garrison^ fabrication, aside from a congenital 
economy with truth, which characterizes all of his "probe" atfd this book, I csaH understand 
why ho bullshitted. But he has his own mind and/ his own tastes* The one not unreasonable 
explanation X can think of is tliat if he told the truth he could not avoid me ? as he did 
throughout the book* 

(Last 1 heard of Harv, ho was disenchanted about the subject, perhaps about more, 
and was teaching at San ^nancisco State* Hu may have some recollection of this and what 
may trigger it is "Pjjrple Mushroom, rr the name of the joint where X think there was the 
first knowledge of t^e alleged plot*) 

Thun there is the part of the book vrhere dim talks about firing Boxley because Box- 
ley was a CIA sp^ out to ruin him* In fact he didn*t fire Boxley* Boxley quit rather than 
return to Hew Orleans to confront me* This is how it happened and what it really was. 

In October, 1968, when Bud heard X was going to the west coast for a couple of 
speeches, he asked me to stop off in Hew Orleans on my way back and give him my impression 
of what dj_n was doing. For this he gave me a Ml 00 travellers check! Anyway, I did. liven 
though I was anxious to get home because four of my front teeth were loosened* 



